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A Three prior editions
(1994, 2002, 2010)

A An assessment of conditions in the
ecosystem, activities occurring In
the watershed, and priority issues
facing the Bay and surrounding
watershed

The State of the Ba
A ion of

the Bay

A Tool to assist resource managers,
researchers and the broader
community to inform management

The State of the Bay

actions in support of conservation
of Galveston Bay and its
surrounding watershed
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Greater connectivity to

Galveston Bay Plan

Prior edition content with
updated data and
expanded sections

I Freshwater Inflows

I Invasive Species

Updated data and
Information through
December 2017

New technology
platforms
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Plan

Priority

Engage Communities

Action Improve Water Quality Through Nonpoint Source Pollution
Plan Abatement
Priority . . . . . o Priority | Individuals do not feel involved in the protection and preservation o
Nonpoint source pollution causes impairment in the region's waters
Issue Issue Galveston Bay
Goal Reduce NP$ollution Priority Local governments do not feel connected to the health and / or
Action . . . Issue protection and preservation of Galveston Bay
Plan e Weikar QUEY Wireg (el SoLee (Felliien AEEme Goal Increase a sense of responsibility in the health of Galveston Bay
Priority Regulated wastewater and municipal separate storm sewer systen Goal Support stakeholder and partner involvement in GBEP program poli
Issue (MS4) can contribute to the region's impaired waters management, and implementation
Goal DecreaseStormwater PS pollution through outreach programs
Goal Decrease WWTFs and sanitary sewer system pollution
Action e el Lt AT EsS Priority An al?sence otontinue{:], enhanced'and e;tuarﬁocused educatign
Plan Issue limits long-term, lasting success in environmental stewardship
Priority Waterbor_ne pathogens, and toxin§ found in fish tis;ue, pose a h_um Priority An absgnce_of_ continued, enha‘nced, and e§tuénp‘used K12
- health riskdue to contact recreatlor_l exposure or fish and shellfish B education limits longterm, Iastlnq success in environmental
consumption stewardship
Goal Increase public awareness of current public health risks Goal Ensure the public receives the knowledge necessary to preserve
Goal Reduce public health risk through implementation of WBPs Galveston Bay
Ffla_n Protect and Sustain Living Resources B}
Priority
A;;‘;n Support Habitat Conservation A;lt;n Applied research and monitoring
Priority Vital Galveston Bay habitats have been lost or reduced in value by A lack of available appliedesearch and monitoring data can prevent
Issue range of human activities, threatening the Bay's future productivity Priority | understanding of Galveston Bay ecosystem components, addressil
ity Somg_ E_iay shoreliqes amubject to high _rates of c_eros:ion and loss of Issue limits to human uses, anq _ir_np_lementing estuary preservation
- stabilizing vegetation due to past subsidence, rise in sea level, an initiatives
current human impacts Goal Increase understanding of the Galveston Bay ecosystem
IPITiiS) Enhance existing habitats to increase overall function and productiv Goal Increase understandlng of t_he f.ac.t.or.s tha.t jimigsatelntimnantisel
Issue Goal Better assist sustainability initiatives in Galveston Bay
@exl Conserverestore, and enhance vital habitats in the lower portion of Action | Gal B inf )
the Galveston Bay Watershed Plan ncrease access to Galveston Bay ecosystem information
Action : " - A lack of information and data gapsan impair the ability of resource
Plan L e I ER e P2y managers, decisiommakers, ang tﬁpublipc to assess té,ay health an
Priority | Certain species of marine organisms and birds are showing a declir EsiE make appropriate decisions
Issue population trend Priority Galveston Bay monitoring and research data is not always easy ti
Priority Invasive species threaten native species, habitats, and ecologica Issue access
Issue relationships Priority Itis necessary to eablish a monitoring program that quantifies the
Goal Sustain and restore native species populations Issue success of its programmatic and environmental aspects
Action S el T S @esl Increase understanding of and opportunit_ies to access monitoring al
Plan research information
Priority | Without adequate quantities of freshwater, optimaroductivity and
Issue ecosystem services in Galveston Bay cannot be maintained
Goal Ensure adequate quantities of freshwater reach Galveston Bay




GBEP Project Database

Project Database
Year Awarded Contract Number Program Area Watershed & Subbay
Search Funds
Leveraged Funds.
131 projects found
Contract No. Project Name Awarded Info
5B2-05-65088 Kid's Day @ Bay Day 2005 @
582-05-65091 Christmas Bay North Shoreline Wetland and Water Quality Pratection Project 2005 @
582-05-65101/65102 Ecosystem Research: Ecopath Workshop 2005 @
5B2-05-65105 Galveston Bay Plan Implementation Strategic Planning Workshop 2005 ®
SB2-5-65074 urban watershed Protection 2005 ®
582.5.65075 Failing Septic System Initiative 2005 @
582.5.65082 A Field Guide to Invasive Species (Plants) 2005 @
562-5-65096 Galveston Bay Seafood Safety Project: Phase II 2005 ®
582-5-65097 Bay Barometer lllustration Design 2005 @

Map Gallery
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Brown pelican nesting sites (NOAA Oyster Water Impairments
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Drinking Water Reservoirs

The four primary reservoirs that
have been created for drinking

water supply on major trit

of the Galveston Bay System in
Region H
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The Galveston Bay system is

comprised of tributary water:
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Data Viewer
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Interactive Data Viewer
Explore annual average concentrations by geographic area and time period

State of the Bay Data Viewer s designed to display the datasets referenced in State of the Bay section with the ability for the user to manipulate parameters, time and spatial extent via ilters,

‘The figure below is an example of bacteria data from TCEQ SWQM data set with th values as conne
year can be viewed by hovering the mouse over a year

-axis] and the number of samples represented as bars (right x-axis). The ualues for a specific

The image can be downloaded by clicking on the ;. symbol at the top right of the graph. The filtered data can be copied and pasted into Excel by clicking on the [ symbel at the top right of the graph

o begin, select 3 category at the top (Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, atc.. Once you have opened the categery page, choose the desired flters below the graph by clicking on the box below each flter titke. A drop down list

should appear filter options the default filters if you do not want to graph them). Once you have selectsd all of your filtars, click update in the lower right comer of the Filters box.
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Story Map u Spotlight on Success

State of the Bay: A Spotlight on GBEP Success

Overview  Project Database  Watershed Protection Planning  Exploration Green

main panel o the right.

Galveston Bay, covering 500 square miles, is the largest estuary In
Texas. Waters from the Lower Galveston Bay watershed,
comprised of 21 tributary watersheds, flow Inta Galveston Bay's

five subbays. The Lo y
suburban, agricultural, and industrial land uses. ¥
Estuary Program (GBEP) program of the Texas

Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and is one of 28
National Estuary Programs. GBEPs purpose s to provide

ecosystem through
partnerships and to ensure preservation of Galveston Bay's
multiple uses. This is accompiished through implementation of
the Galveston Bay Plan 27 Edition which provides a blueprint for
management priorities, goals and actions.
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Database tab.
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Brown Pelican

Invasive Species

Zoom in to display watershed labels




The Prdcess

- [gta o Literature Tools Agency & Final Online
. Data analysis Text update stakeholder revisions &
acqwsmon review development review review publication

A Reviews (380+ individual edits and suggestions) were
provided by 18 members of GBEP subcommittees in addition
to GBEP and TCEQ staff.

A Thank youto all reviewers who contributed their time and
expertise. All comments strengthened the final product!
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